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Birth on the beach

The turtles are vital to the environment because they are
pari of the food chain, Since they feed on sea grass, they
serve as a form of water filtes, enabling photosynthesis to
occur. Without them, too much algae will float around.

One turtle can lay an average of 100 eggs but not many of
them will hateh. Of the hatchlings, only 1% will survive
fife in the sea. Since their shells are still soft , most of
these tiny, helpless creatures will fall prey to the
devourers of the deep.

Joel Palma of WWF said , " The mother sea turtles come
to Bamboo Beach because the water is clean. The
guietness of the place also encourages the turtles to lay
their eggs here. Loud noise and light frighten nesting
mother turtles. ™

Joey Puyal, president of Kawavan Cove, noted:
“Preserving this place has been a multigenerational
effort on the part of my family. Kawayan Cove is such a
beautifid place and we feel it is our duty to keep it, and
everyihing in it, that way.

He added: “My mother has already written a letier to her
grandchildren, In ir, she said, These rturiles were
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harched in Kawayan Cove and
the next time they nest will be
about 50 yvears from wow. I will
no longer be around 1o see
them, but you will." When she
read this to her two-year-old
granddaughter, she said,
"Leada, don't worry. when I see
the turtles, I'll tell you." ™

Kawayan Cove's Engr. Ave Yongoyong (27 from left) with World
Widiife Fund represeniatives from loft, Roel Bobe, Jool Paima
and Tina Sangago
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